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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 1 106 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR NATO CSCE UK UR 

SUBJECT: CSCE: BASKET III: UK/SOVIET CONVERSATION 

SUMMARY: SOVIET AMBASSADOR IN LONDON DESCRIBED WESTERN 
INTEREST IN EAST EUROPEAN AND SOVIET HUMAN RIGHTS 
ISSUES AND BASKET III IMPLEMENTATION IN TERMS OF AN 
"INTOLERABLE" INTERFERENCE IN ANOTHER NATION'S INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . AT MARCH 1 POLADS, UK REP REPORTED THAT SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR LUNKOV, IN A FEB 23 CALL ON UK MINISTER 
OF STATE GORONWY-ROBERTS, DISMISSED HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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AS OF SECONDARY IMPORTANCE TO HALTING THE ARMS RACE, 
CURBING NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION AND ACHIEVING NUCLEAR 
DISARMAMENT. GORONWY-ROBERTS REPLIED THAT THE BRITISH 
PEOPLE TAKE SERIOUSLY THE PROVISONS OF THE CSCE FINAL 
ACT, ESPECIALLY THOSE REGARDING HUMAN RIGHTS AND FAMILY 
REUNIFICATION, AND TRIED TO PRESENT LUNKOV WITH AN UPDATED 
LIST OF UNRESOLVED FAMILY REUNIFICATION CASES CONCERNING 
SOVIET CITIZENS WHO HAD A CLAIM TO UK CITIZENSHIP OR 
HAD RELATIVES IN THE UK. THOUGH GORONWY-ROBERTS EXPLAINED 
THAT THE LIST WAS ONLY AN UPDATED VERSION OF THAT PRESENTED 
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TO LUNKOV ON FEB 16, 1976, LUNKOV REFUSED TO 
ACCEPT THE LIST AND DENIED RECEIVING THE EARLIER ONE. 

2. LUNKOV EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT THE BRITISH INTEREST 
IN BASKET III IMPLEMENTATION AND SAID THAT THE PRESEN- 
TATION OF LISTS OF UNRESOLVED PERSONAL CASES WAS TAN- 
TAMOUNT TO INTERFERENCE IN ANOTHER STATE S INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS. LUNKOV NOTED THAT INTERFERENCE IN ANOTHER 
STATE'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS HAD IN THE PAST BEEN GROUNDS 
FOR WAR, AND THE SOVIETS CONSIDERED SUCH INTERFERENCE 
"INTOLERABLE". LUNKOV SAID THAT IF THE WEST INFLATED 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND BASKET III ISSUES INTO MATTERS OF 
STATE IT WOULD LEAD TO CONFRONTATION AT BELGRADE, HARM 
DETENTE, AND FOSTER A CLIMATE OF MISTRUST BETWEEN EAST 
AND WEST. 

3. UK AUTHORITIES WERE REPOTEDLY STRUCK BY THE HARD 
LINE LUNKOV TOOK AND THE EXTREME SENSITIVITY DISPLAYED. 
THE BRITISH NOTED THAT LUNKOV WAS ACCOMPANIED ON IS CALL 
BY SEMENOV, A SOVIET EMBASSY COUNSELOR REPUTED TO BE A 
HARD-LINER, WHO THE BRITISH SUSPECT CAME ALONG TO 
INSURE LUNKOV FOLLOWED HIS INSTRUCTIONS. THE BRITISH 
PLAN TO SEND THE SPURNED LIST TO THE SOVIETS VIA 

A NOTE VERB ALE. STRAUSZ-HUPE 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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